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Duke University Library 


The Assembly at a Glance *'*”” 


(Continued from last week) Durham, ts. C. 


OTABLE spirit of unity marks close of session as Interchurch Relations Com- 

mittee and the Assembly itself vote unanimously on study and educational pro- 
gram regarding Plan of Union. ... Tentative plan for merging and locating boards 
and agencies is requested along with permission for USA congregations to with- 
draw by three-fourths vote as is provided for U. S. and United congregations. . 
Withdrawal from National Council of Churches is unanimously declined. ... Sy- 
nod of Florida is sustained and J. W. Marshall statement is called “neither a 
protest nor a dissent.” . . . Assembly commission votes 16-15 sustaining Orange 
Presbytery in Chapel Hill dissolution but votes 25-6 that pastor or church must be 
granted a trial if they desire it, with 14 members dissenting or protesting former ac- 
tion as condoning presbytery’s ‘Star Chamber” proceedings. Since synod did not 
restore pastoral relationship, the practical effect of the Assembly action is only slight- 
ly different... . Montreat College study is continued under partially new commit- 
tee. Increase of $32,000 raises Montreat budget item to $150,000 in General Fund. 
... Women’s board encouraged to pay more adequate salaries. . . . Vote of 174-146 
approves use of RSV along with KJV in Sunday school materials. . . . Westmin- 
ster School property approved for Atlanta agency center.... Unanimous approval 
given to revised report on official promotional publication, revamping Survey under 
independent board but with present editing and publishing offices... . Effort to 
recommit Remarriage and Divorce study loses by 245-148 vote, then BCO amend- 
ments are sent to presbyteries. ... Dallas overture seeking joint United-U. S.-USA 
and other nationwide Presbyterian missions advance given to Church Extension 
Board with instructions to act... . Assembly asks ‘‘no discrimination” in race rela- 
tions report but Ewart amendment seeking more specific statement is referred for 
study. ... Refusal to hear supposed Negro “character” jokes gets strong Assembly 
support. ... Francis Pickens Miller named to executive committee of World Coun- 
cil. . . . Note of harmony sends commissioners home with uplifted spirits and 
renewed faithh LATE NOTE: United Presbyterians also approve Plan of Union 
Study unanimously. 


Read Dr. Foreman on “What Does the Bible Say About Foreordination and Freedom?” page 15 














Letters to the Editors 





Affirmation Proves We Are More Liberal 





Seeks More Information 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Please tell me where one can find fur- 
ther information on the “Auburn Affirma- 
tion.” I have read the Affirmation very 
carefully and also Dr. Walter Lingle’s 
article on it. The Affirmation is supposed 
to prove, according to some, that the 
“Northern” Church is more liberal than 
our own but to me it proves just the 
opposite. 

In 1910 the General Assembly of the 
USA Church adopted a resolution making 
the “five points of fundamentalism” 
essential for ordination and good stand- 


ing in the ministry. It re-affirmed this 
action in 1916 and again in 1923. The 


signers of the Affirmation were protesting 





THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians 


Reunite! * 


(Continued from last week) 


Hampton Bowman C. W. & Lottie A. Rex 
Port Lavaca, Texas Orlando, Fla. 

J. K. Neel Elmer L. & Lois Lyon 
Houston, Texas Mattox 

© Gelde Siewert Claremont, Calif. 
Lake Jackson, Texas Mr. & Mrs. Chas. Sult 


Houston, Texas 


Mrs. Edwin Adams 


Buchholts, Texas Phillip H. Robbins 


J. W. Brown Roy L. McDaniel 


Yonkers, N. Y. Leonard Pringle 
: ; é s J. E. Collins 
wen Maurice © Newle fe, H. owt 
_ R. R. Routt 
Mr. & Mrs. W. F. H. D. Young 
Lovett John W. Hatfield 
Mr. & Mrs. J. D. John W. Cunningham 
Jamison Ft. Worth, Texas 
Seguin, Texas 
C. A. Poole 


. Jomeldorf. E 
Raymond Womeldor Hickory, N. C 


Jr. 

Washington, D. C. D. A. Clark 

Mr. & Mrs. Marion L. Mr. & Mrs. D. A. 
Crist Clark, Jr. 


Little Rock, Ark. Sweetwater, Texas 


(Continued next week) 


ee 


Street & Number oni 


City, Zone, State _.__-- 

*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians Re- 
unite!, summarizing the recent editorial series, 
with more than 140 signatures will be sent free 
of charge for a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 


1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 


this action of the General Assembly. Of 
9,817 ministers in the USA Church at 
the time, only 1,283 signed this protest. 

According to Dr. Lingle: 

“.. efforts were made in 1923, in 1924, 
and in 1928 to have the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States (Southern) set up similar doc- 
trinal tests, but each time the motion 
was voted down on the ground that a 
General Assembly has no authority single- 
handed, to set up such tests, and that we 
already have all doctrinal tests that we 
need in our Confession of Faith and the 
Catechisms.” 

These are the same reasons used by the 
signers of the Affirmation in their protest. 

Does a majority of the “Northern” 
Church still insist that these five points 
are essential? If so, I want no union 
with such a conservative group! I sug- 
gest that we invite the signers of the 
Affirmation to unite with us since our 
position is the same. 

I am glad that THE OUTLOOK 
prints of the Affirmation and of Dr. 
Lingle’s article. The charges leveled 
against the USA Church’s doctrinal posi- 
tion sound serious indeed, until one reads 
the facts. Would that everyone who has 
any fear of liberalism in the “Northern” 
Church would read these two reprints! 

GASTON BOYLE, JR. 


has re- 


Johns Island, S. C. 


e®EDITORS’ NOTE—We have several 
items which give full explanations about 
the Auburn Affirmation. Twenty-five cents 


(25¢) in coin will bring you one each of 
these, plus What Keeps Presbyterians 


Apart, by Harrison Ray Anderson. 
The Affirmation (reprint of original) 
An Interpretation, by Walter L. Lingle 
An Analysis, by Judge D. H. Edington 
Concerning the (So-Called) Auburn Af- 
firmation, H,. Ray Anderson, summarizing 
the studies of many others. 


Bible Mastery: 1 Peter 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

For 24 years Seattle Presbytery 
promoted the Bible Mastery Campaign 
every October. What began in the ex- 
treme northwest has spread to every 
state, D. C. and Alaska. Last year 
Arizona alone was missing. Inquiries 
also came from Canada and eleven for- 
eign lands. In all 32 denominations or 
more were represented. Several denom- 
inational groups officially adopted and 
promoted it. 

This program of reading a Bible book 
through at one sitting, repeatedly, till it 
becomes “the song of the heart” is recom- 
mended and urged by many prominent 
Bible teachers. “Concentrate the rays of 
the sun and see what happens.” A busi- 
ness man said, “I have read Romans 
through every day except Sunday for 17 
years.” God used that man not only 
nationally but internationally. Wrote the 
editor of a widely circulated Christian 
magazine last year, concerning Bible 
Mastery “I sincerely believe in it with 
all my heart.” 

I Peter is the book chosen for the com- 
ing October with the committal to try to 
read the book through every day. It is 
the Epistle of the Apostle of Hope stress- 


has 


ing hope especially in suffering. Its 
author is claimed in Rome as the first 
pope. This reading will put those claims 
to the test. 

Further information, a four-page leaf- 
let, Committal Card and Bible Book Mark 
may be secured by sending a stamped, 
(except outside the U. S.) self-addressed 
envelope to the undersigned. 

CHARLES J. BOPPELL. 
2666 37th Ave., S.W., Seattle 6, Wash. 


Signs, With a Tribute 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I am more than happy to add my name 
to the list of those who are for reunion. 
I feel it should have been accomplished 
years ago. 

May I take this opportunity to say I 
am grateful for the wise, courageous 
leadership of THE OUTLOOK, not only in 
this important cause, but always. It 
speaks my language, a blessing I don’t 
hold lightly in these days of an emo- 
tional, unreasoned approach to so many 
questions. ... 

DororHy M. (Mrs. Robt. W.) MILEs. 
Lexington, Ky. 


“Onward .. .” 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I read THE OUTLOOK immediately—no 
matter what is pressing—and feel like 
singing, “Onward, Christian Soldiers!” 
The best of all the many good religious 
papers and magazines. 

Mrs. Z. P. METCALF. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
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Unanimous Vote Marks Agreement on Union Study 


Old-timers admitted that except in the 
Atlanta Assembly of 1948 they had 
seldom seen anything approaching the 
conclusion of the one for 1953. (Cf. p. 7.) 
First-term commissioners, who had gone 
to the meeting under a barrage of propa- 
ganda and with fearful trepidation, 
breathed easier and with new hope and 
thanksgiving for their church. 

With nearly as large an attendance 
(including visitors) as for any business 
session, the Assembly went into its final 
session Tuesday after lunch, with every 
commissioner knowing that the standing 
committee on Interchurch Relations 
would present a unanimous report. But 
whether there would be debate from the 
floor or not—who could say? They knew 
about the prayer meeting that found the 
committee on its knees for a half-hour 
at the end of Saturday night session and 
they were told that committee members 
felt the Lord’s leadership in what they 
were doing. But, they kept asking them- 
selves, how about the rest of the Assem- 
bly? Or what can this report indicate ? 


“Two-Sides” Support 

Anyway, with R. McFerran Crowe, 
Atlanta pastor, presenting the committee’s 
report, and with Dr. L. Nelson Bell and 
James R. Bullock, supposedly represent- 
ing different “‘sides” on the question of 
union, speaking for the same thing and 
appealing for harmony, they began to see 
that they too were being expected to join 
in the same movement. Then, when 
Charles L. King moved to adopt the re- 
port and its recommendations looking 
toward the churchwide study of the Plan 
of Union as asked by the joint commit- 
tees of the three negotiating churches, 
and when William Childs Robinson 
(both of whom supposedly represent dif- 
ferent ‘“‘sides’”) seconded the motion, the 
Assembly saw the pattern advancing. 

With earnest voice that sometimes 
broke under the emotion he felt, Thomas 
Kay Young, Memphis pastor and chair- 
man of the Assembly’s permanent com- 
mittee, read a factual statement to give 
the history of the development of the 
Plan of Union (to be printed in full 
here). He was followed by the chair- 
man who said: 

“We hoped you would receive this re- 
port in the spirit in which you apparently 
are. We have discovered in this committee 
that we can entrust our church to the 


Montreat Assembly Calls for 
Thorough-Going Discussion 
During Coming Year 


Lord; you can entrust our church to the 
Lord. My earnest hope is that whatever 
we do we may do together, completely.” 

One elder raised his voice to inquire 
if adoption of the motion (to adopt as 
a whole) meant that all the recommenda- 
tions in the report would be approved as 
presented. He was assured that it would. 

Then, the question having been called, 
the Moderator put the vote. A resound- 
ing chorus of Ayes followed. 

Then he asked for the Noes, as the 
Assembly waited in silence. The birds 
were singing in the trees outside the 
auditorium and some carpenters were 
hammering in the back of the building, 
but not a commissioner’s voice was raised. 

Whereupon, the Assembly stood, and 
with tears in many eyes and voices 
breaking now and then, commissioners 





CONGRATULATIONS—W. A. 


field, Louisville, Ky., pastor (left), con- 


Ben- 


gratulates the Moderator, Frank W. 
Price upon his election. Dr. Benfield 
and Thomas W. Currie, Dallas, Texas, 
placed his name in nomination at the 
Assembly’s opening session. 


and visitors sang together: 

“Praise God from whom all blessings 

flow; 

Praise him all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.” 

The Moderator called former Moder- 
ator C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary 
of the Board of World Missions, to lead 
the Assembly in a moving prayer which 
recognized in the harmonious and united 
action taken ‘‘a blessing possibly greater 
than the solution of this issue” and ask- 
ing finally “that the mind which was 
in Christ Jesus, our Lord, be also in us, 
knowing that where we are dominated by 
the same mind, we must at length come 
to the same rightful conclusion. God 
help us and lead us and bless our 
church.” 


Moderator Makes Statement 


In his own comment on the Assembly’s 
action, the Moderator, in a statement for 
the press, said: 

“The unanimous vote of this Assembly 
gives assurance that the church will 
strive to move forward as one church. 
The fears of a split within the church 
have been much reduced. In the words 
cf the report, the dominating objective 
during the year of study and considera- 
tion will be ‘to discover the will of God’ 
for our church and to follow it.” (For 
complete statement see page 8.) 

Under this inspiration, the Assembly 
listened quickly to Col. D. T. Moore of 
Lewisburg, W. Va., read fitting words of 
thanks, heard its minutes read, was led 
in the closing worship by D. J. Cumming 
and the Moderator and adjourned to 
meet next May 27 in Montreat. 

More details in regard to the comments 
of the men named in the foregoing para- 
graphs will be given as THE OUTLOOK’s 
day-by-day report appears in coming 
issues. Now the report will be continued 
from last week. 


FRIDAY EVENING 


Two popular programs featured the 
evening session. First, the Assembly 
heard of the progress of the Negro work 
campaign—counting a $100,000 condi- 
tional gift, the fund is within $200,000 
of the $2,000,000 goal, with many 
churches yet to be heard from. Richard 
R. Potter, the campaign director, made 
the report. 

Chief emphasis of the program was the 











PROPERTY PROTAGONISTS—tThree of the major participants in the church 


property discussion are shown here before they spoke to the Assembly: 


A. Cullen 


Windham, Opelika, Ala., pastor and one-time lawyer (standing), Henry E. Davis, 


Florence, S. 


C., lawyer, whose minority report the Assembly rejected 224-120. To 
the right is James A. Millard, Jr., who presented the majority report. 


Mr. Davis’ 


suitcase full of documents was carried to the platform with him for his 10-minute 
speech but time was called before he got to them. 


new Negro churches which are being built 
and something of the progress in this field 
was described by L. W. Bottoms, of the 
Church Extension staff; W. J. Gipson, 
Jackson, Miss.; and Irvin Elligan, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

The second part of the program told 
of the work of the Women of the Church, 
with Mrs. W. H. Hopper, chairman of the 
board; Miss McGaughey, the executive 
secretary; and Mrs. W. B. Harkins, chair- 
man of the Women’s Advisory Council, 
together with C. E. Mount, chairman of 
the standing committee, describing many 
of the activities. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

The Assembly heard a cordial greeting 
via telegram from the recently-elected 
Moderator of the Presbyterian, USA, 
General Assembly. It was read by the 
USA Stated Clerk, Eugene Carson Blake, 
the fraternal delegate from that body. 

Church Property 

Last year the Assembly named an ad 

interim committee to study the question 


4 


of what the church’s position is in regard 
to church property. This committee, of 
which James A. Millard, Jr., Austin, 
Texas, was chairman presented its re- 
port (OUTLOOK, June 8), and a minority 
report was offered by A. Cullen Wind- 
ham, Opelika, Ala., pastor, and Henry 
E. Davis, Florence, S. C., lawyer. All 
other members of the committee consti- 
tuted the majority, with George H. 
Wright, Asheville, N. C., lawyer and 
elder, representing the committee along 
with Dr. Millard. This was the major- 
ity report which the Assembly adopted: 


“The beneficial ownership of the prop- 
erty of a particular church of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States is in 
the congregation of such church and title 
may properly be held in any form, cor- 
porate or otherwise, consistent with the 
provisions of civil law in the jurisdiction 
in which such property is situated. The 
congregation, with respect to such prop- 
erty, may properly exercise any privilege 
of ownership possessed by property own- 
ers in such jurisdiction. In every in- 
stance nothing in the manner of tenure 
of such property or the use thereof shall 
be in violation of the obligation of such 


congregation to the body of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States as 
established by the constitution of such 
church. 


“Disposition of the property of a par- 
ticular church rests in the will of the 
congregation of that church. The congre- 
gation is that body of persons recognized 
as members of that particular church by 
the respective courts of the church 
{denomination].” 

The committee explained that this 
statement attempted to make clear “the 
existing principles found in or neces- 
sarily implied from the provisions of the 
constitution of the Presbyterian Church.” 
It felt that no addition need be made to 
the Book of Church Order but it said if 
the Assembly cared to do so these two 
paragraphs could be added to the Book 
of Church Order. 

Dr. Millard said this declaratory state- 
ment is “in line with a long series of 
General Assembly deliverances and our 
church’s law.” He said the committee 
had no intention of discussing the civil 
law. The fundamental issue is: Are we 
Presbyterians—one body in a Presby- 
terian Church? No Presbyterian con- 
gregation, he said, exists apart from the 
whole body of the church. The funda- 
mental issue is one in ecclesiology [the 
doctrine of the church]. 

Mr. Windham, offering the minority 
report, objecting to the majority reference 
to “beneficial ownership.” This, he said, 
would imply that the congregation uses 
it but the denomination controls it. He 
called it a step toward denominational 
control of local property. 

Mr. Davis came next to the platform, 
carrying a black suitcase ostensibly filled 
with legal records. However, he did not 
use any of these in his talk. No decision, 
he declared, has ever been rendered by 
any American court that has ever sus- 
tained the majority report. The property 
of a local congregation, he said, is not 
beneficially owned but absolutely owned 
by a congregation. I am not afraid to go 
into any federal court, he said, if you 
try to take the property away from a 
local congregation and give it to a pres- 
bytery. 


George Wright Speaks 


Mr. Wright spoke next for the majority 
in one of the briefest talks made during 
the Assembly and in what many commis- 
sioners considered one of the most effec- 
tive. I'm a lawyer, it’s true, but let me 
talk right now as an elder in the Presby- 
terian Church. I have no quarrel with 
the paragraph which the minority would 
substitute for the majority report, but 
we are thinking here of a case of schism. 
There are two groups and the question 
arises, Who is the church? That is a 
question for the ecclesiastical courts. In- 
sofar as title is concerned, the civil courts 
are supreme, but in determining who is 
the church the ecclesiastical courts are 
supreme. (Full statement, page 5.) 

Theodore Pilcher, Norfolk, Va., law- 
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-. yer, supported the minority and he was @ Transcrtpt of a conclusive speech before the Assembly 
such followed by John B. Spragens, Little ‘i 
Rock, for the majority. e 
par- William Childs Robinson, Columbia One Question ; Who Is the Church? 
Pci Seminary professor, said the Book of 
lized Church Order does not now say that the By GEORGE H. WRIGHT 
h by beneficial ownership of the property lies 
urch in the congregation. According to the ma- I am quite certain that if I attempted claiming to be the church, one saying 
jority recommendation the congregation © debate this problem on the basis of we are going to travel this way and an- 
this will have only the beneficial ownership. the most recent address to which you have other saying we are going to travel the 
“the | wonder if that rule was in force in listened I would leave you the most other road, then the question arises as 
eces- 1861, for at that time the congregations thoroughly confused body in the world. to who is the church. Now that question 
f the voted their property out. I am a lawyer, too but may I talk right is a question for the ecclesiastical court 
rch.” A. C. McKinney, Meridian, Miss., saw now as an elder in the Presbyterian and however this ecclesiastical court de- 
de to contradictions in the majority statement Church ? ; cides that ene the civil omante will 
id if —you have use of something but owner- . I think this whole controversy develops be bound by it. That was the point of 
: ship ‘iin in: Wasco: to the fact that there has been a fail- the case in the Russian Orthodox Church 
Book something and not have it. ure to distinguish a very simple proposi- case. Mr. Davis [the previous speaker] 
Wm. E. Garrison, Roswell, Ga., won- tion which is easily distinguishable. I didn’t get to that. The whole point of 
tate- dosed 8 the Pentatsien Cech iat have no quarrel personally with para- that case was that the head of the Greek 
2s of getting pretty sick. "i wile question graph two of the minority report. I Orthodox Church, the supreme authority, 
| our here is Presbyterianism vs. Congrega- think it accurately states the law. I having declared that a certain archbishop 
nittee tionalism, dlietiun Gs cunts the 4 think the majority report says virtually was the archbishop, the Supreme Court 
civil om the same thing. No one denies, no one said that the State of New York must 
re we Citi te dine, tan 0 would deny, that the jurisdiction of the decide that case accordingly and declare 
esby- a Coeds Oe re sake chet title to church property is in the civil him to be the owner, because the question 
con- Dendy, Weaverville, hes a _ af court. Cases involving title to church of who holds the position settles the ques- 
n the under the Presbyterian system some property are tried in civil courts. The tion of ownership. That’s all there is 
inda- things os rd the General Assembly, decisions of civil courts on the question to it. That’s the only point in the whole 
[the — by : 9 fof se oe ak coe of title are conclusive, but that fails to matter, and if we will keep in our minds, 
a ere Ai Pov agae gg Ronse yd take account of something that we as an _ that insofar as title is concerned the civil 
ority emer 7 P ecclesiastical body have to remember. If courts are supreme, insofar as who is the 
rence sembly, fo r example, does not call a pas- there arises or results in a particular church is concerned the ecclesiastical 
said. tor. It is a congregational matter and congregation a schism and out of that body is supreme, that’s all there is to 
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, law- vanced from $1.50 to $2 but commissioners (with other ex- commissioners ran for cover—and for lunch. 
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so is this matter of property. “Let's get 
away from this eternal accusation that 
because we want to handle our property 
in the congregation we are not Presby- 
terians. The main argument here is not 
to take the congregations out of the Pres- 
byterian Church but to keep them in.” 


More Than Local Interests 

Albert Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla., up- 
held the majority by pointing to an ex- 
ample where others had provided the 
property now held by a congregation. To 
weaken this interest, he said, would be 
to betray the Presbyterian Church. 

J. E. Garrett, Corpus Christi, Texas, 
elder said the legal part of this question 
has been settled by the loan companies 
and banks all over this country. If the 
presbytery owned the church or had any 
rights whatever in it the banks and loan 
companies would never have made the 
loans. 

Frank McElroy, Jr., missionary to 
Africa, supported the majority and 
stressed the unity of the Presbyterian 
Church. Each ascending court, he said, 
can refuse certain things to the court 
below it. If a presbytery needed to take 
action in connection with a congrega- 


tional situation, he said, it could do it. 

When the question was put the minor- 
ity report was defeated 224-120 and by 
voice vote the majority recommendation 
was then adopted. 

Mr. McKinney, who had spoken for 
the minority, moved that the interpreta- 
tion be accepted as a declaratory state- 
ment and not sent down to the presbytery 
as an amendment to the Book of Church 
Order. This is what the majority report 
had also asked, so the Assembly voted 
the step without opposition. 


Montreat Next May 27 


Dr. McGregor invited the Assembly to 
return to Montreat for next year’s meet- 
ing and asked that the date of meeting 
be advanced by one week in order to fit 
into Montreat’s schedule. (The regular 
date of meeting is the Thursday after the 
first Sunday in June so as to avoid con- 
flicting with school and college work and 
commencements but since the first Sun- 
day fell on June 7 this year the Assembly 
voted to meet on June 4.) The request 
was granted and May 27 was set. 

With the ad interim reports either par- 
tially or fully cared for, the standing 
committees, after two full mornings of 


The Inquiring Reporter Asks About 
Most Important G. A. Actions 


What do you think was the most important action taken by the 


General Assembly of 1953? 


G. Wicpur SMirTH, Batesville, Miss., 
minister—Undoubtedly the action of the 
Assembly in adopting without debate the 
report of the Interchurch Relations com- 
mittee in the closing session. 

Horace Wiison, Washington, D. C., 
elder—The Assembly’s specific emphasis 
urging support of the Negro Work cam- 
paign in local churches. This Christian 
act by the Assembly should pave a broad- 
er road to racial understanding which is 
one phase of the opposition to reuniting 
the Presbyterian churches. 

Tuos. W. Currir, Dallas, Texas, min- 
ister—(1) Proposal of new church devel- 
opment in metropolitan areas adopted in 
the Church Extension report if accom- 
panied by added zeal offers a most prac- 
tical means of reaching men for Christ 
and the church. (2) The report of the 
church property committee. 

NICKELL KRAMER, Ronceverte, W. Va., 
elder—The adoption of the report of the 
Division of Evangelism of the Committee 
on Church Extension. 

Huspert Hopper, Houston, Texas, 
minister-——-The achievement of unani- 
mous acceptance of the Interchurch Rela- 
tions report. 

E. N. Crower, Chesterfield, S. C., 
ministei—(1) The acceptance of the de- 
claratory statement on church property 
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as reported by the ad interim committee. 
(2) The decision to use the RSV in Sun- 
day school literature is a great step for- 
ward in the Christian education of our 
youth. 

R. McFEerrAN Crowe, Atlanta, Ga., 
minister-—The unanimous reception by 
the Assembly of the report on Interchurch 
Relations. 

JaMes M. ALEXANDER, M.D., Char- 
lotte, N. C., elder—The adoption of the 
report on marriage-divorce-remarriage 
and Dr. E. T. Thompson’s presentation 
of the report. This presentation should 
be made available to the church as a 
whole. [It will be printed in full in 
THE OUTLOOK and reprints will be avail- 
able.—Ebs. ] 

ArtHur V. Boanp, Dallas, Texas, 
minister—The election of Frank Wilson 
Price as Moderator—his fine mind, his 
humility, his fairness to all, and his great 
Christian witness evidence this. 

CuHar Es A. LoGAN, Nashville, Tenn., 
minister—The most important thing was 
the Presence of God. The will of our 
living Lord was done. Four hundred 
and twenty men with different opinions, 
suspicious of what others do were brought 
to a unanimous decision on cooperation 
and union, 

(Others next week) 





work, began to make their reports, 
Thomas P. Johnston, Dunedin, Fla., re- 
ported for the Office of the General As- 
sembly. North Carolina’s request to 
advance the meeting of the Assembly by 
one or two months (in view of the com- 
ing change to conform to the calendar 
of the church year) was denied. 

In presenting the work of the His- 
torical Foundation, which Dr. Hamilton 
W. McKay, Charlotte, N. C., physician, 
also discussed, the chief item of current 
interest is the building, long needed, 
which is nearing completion. This struc- 
ture, just below the Assembly Inn, will 
be occupied by the coming fall and dedi- 
cated at the next General Assembly. Ef- 
forts are being made at the present time 
to raise approximately $25,000 in gifts 
to provide for necessary equipment. 

Salaries Deleted 

Dr. Johnston’s committee also recom- 
mended, as the permanent committee had 
done, that listings of pastors’ salaries be 
deleted from the Assembly’s Minutes and 
that the amounts be included under Cur- 
rent Expenses. The Assembly approved 
by voice vote, although C. S. Wilkins, 
Greensboro, N. C., said this would make 
the work of nominating committees more 
difficult. David L. Zacharias, Lubbock, 
Texas, insisted that the salary received 
is a false standard by which to judge a 
minister, nor should a church decide how 
much to pay a minister by what he now 
receives. 

W. Kirk Allen, Lufkin, Texas, said 
the plan to be recommended by the office 
and committee on the Minister and His 
Work would provide the fullest possible 
information to help such nominating 
committees. Money, he said, is not nor 
should it be the criterion to be used in 
calling a minister. 

The standing committee also asked the 
permanent committee to “consider” the 
advisability of listing ministers’ telephone 
numbers in the Minutes. 

It is planned, with the change to a 
January-December church year, to bring 
out the statistical reports, roll of churches, 
roll of ministers and everything but the 
Minutes of the Assembly in a separate 
volume, with the Minutes printed sep- 
arately after the annual meeting. This 
will make the annual statistics available 
several months earlier than otherwise. 

February 15 was set as the date by 
which presbyteries must send in their 
statistical reports to the office of the As- 
sembly’s Stated Clerk. 

A new book, prepared in the Assem- 
bly’s office with P. J. Garrison, Jr., as- 
sistant stated clerk as the compiler, makes 
available a summary of actions of the 
Assembly under the title, Presbyterian 
Polity and Procedure (John Knox Press), 
taking the place of the work of the late 
Stated Clerk, J. D. Leslie of more than 
20 years ago. This new volume was 
cordially commended by the General As- 
sembly. 
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ONE DAY AT LUNCH—On the day fo 
sive report on the over-the-top expectations of the Negro work 
campaign, the Moderator invited Negro commissioners and 
those who had spoken to the Assembly about the marked ad- 


llowing the impres- 


@ In two recent Assemblies there were striking parallels 


Atlanta, '48 - - 


People who were in the General Assem- 
bly of 1948 in Atlanta and the recent 
one in Montreat saw a great many paral- 
lels in the action which was taken on the 
question of union. 

In that Assembly, too, there was great 
apprehension about a possible split and 
everything possible was done to recon- 
cile opposing points of view. The Mod- 
erator (Dr. Cunningham) had called 
together representatives of different at- 
titudes some time before the meeting and 
had brought them to sign a joint state- 
ment calling for mutual consideration 
and concern for the unity of the church, 
similar to the action initiated by the 1952 
Moderator W. A. Alexander (OuTLOOK, 
June 1). The standing committee of the 
Assembly did not have a unanimous re- 
port, however. Frank C. Brown, the 
chairman, presented the majority report, 
asking that the plan of union be dock- 
eted for action in 1949. Henry B. Dendy 
(also in the 1953 Assembly) presented 
the minority report, asking for imme- 
diate action. 

When these two propositions were pre- 
sented, L. Nelson Bell (also in the 1953 
meeting) offered a substitute, recom- 
mending that the plan be put aside for 
five years while the committee explored 
avenues of acquaintance and cooperation. 
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Montreat, ‘53 


When someone expressed the idea that 
the whole question was to be deferred for 
five years, J. R. McCain said, “Mr. Mod- 
erator, it isn’t the whole matter that’s to 
be put off for five years. It’s the matter 
of union, but not the matter of acquaint- 
ance and cooperation.” 

Replied the Moderator, C. Darby Ful- 
ton, “You are correct.” 

William Childs Robinson, who was in 
both Assemblies, spoke in favor of the 
substitute as a means by which the As- 
sembly could be brought to agreement. 
Observing the effort of everybody to get 
aboard, he said, “The bandwagon was 
driven and the roll of the wheels sounded 
mighty nice.” 

During an intermission, representatives 
of “both sides” held a meeting and reach- 
ed a basis of agreement. Then, Charles 
L. King, who was also in the recent 
Assembly, presented an amended substi- 
tute which by common consent was ac- 
cepted as the main motion. ‘The desire 
for unity has inspired this move,” he 
said, as he offered a motion instructing 
the committee to complete the plan while 
confining its activities to exploring ave- 
nues of acquaintance and cooperation. 

Dunbar H. Ogden, chairman of the 
permanent committee, endorsed the pro- 
posal, and G. T. Gillespie, speaking for 





ae 


vances which are being made in the development of Negro 
churches to join him for lunch. 
commissioners joined others in the cafeteria since the Assembly 
has ruled that all commissioners must be treated alike. 


For other meals the Negro 


the minority, “heartily concurred,” ex- 
pressing the hope that at the end of the 
period there might be ‘‘a larger unity 
than we had dreamed.” 

F. C. Brown and H. B. Dendy, repre- 
senting “both sides”, appealed for unan- 
imous approval. 

Then the vote was put: It was unan- 
imous! Whereupon, the Assembly stood 
and commissioners and visitors who had 
gathered for this occasion joined heartily 
in singing the Doxology. 

Following this moving demonstration, 
L. Nelson Bell came forward to say, 
“During the past few vears there has met 
at Montreat what has been called, for 
want of a better name, the Continuing 
Church Committee. I think I can speak 
for the members of that committee when 
I say that during the next five years we 
will not meet.”’ 


COMING NEXT Week—Reports on: 
The Chapel Hill Case 
Montreat College 
New Publication 
Re-Marriage and Divorce 
“No discrimination” voted 


PEWS. PULPIT s CHANCEL 
——. Furinilire 


e ¢ EARLY LIVER 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 25 SCRANTON 2, PA. 














































What the Action Signifies 


By FRANK W. PRICE, Moderator of the 93rd Assembly 


Out of intense thought, discussion and 
prayer, the 39-member standing commit- 
tee on Interchurch Relations of the Gen- 
eral Assembly presented a unanimous re- 
port and this report was unanimously ap- 
proved by the General Assembly. For 
all who worked on the report or heard the 
presentation this was an unforgettable 
experience, a remarkable demonstration 
of Christian love and unity transcending 
wide differences in opinion and feeling. 

The recommendations adopted mean 
that the plan of union will be carefully 
studied and thoroughly debated during 
the coming year, that all sides of the 
question will be fully considered and that 
the discussions will be carried on with 
Christian courtesy and mutual respect. 

Whatever the outcome in the decision 
of the next General Assembly, the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., will have gained 
immeasurably in its outlook, its spiritual 
vitality and its unity of faith and pur- 
pose. Also, the unanimous vote of this 
Assembly gives assurance that the church 
will strive to move forward as one church. 


The fears of a split within the church on 
this issue have been much reduced. In 
the words of the report, the dominating 
objective during the year of study and 
consideration will be ‘to discover the will 
of God” for our church and to follow it. 





APPOINTMENTS 





Any changes in the list of nominations 
to Assembly agencies and committees 
from the list published here (May 18, 
p. 7) and any additions thereto follow: 

Appointed by the Moderator: 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


1956: Carl R. Pritchett, Anderson, 8S. C.; 
Judge Julian R. Alford, Tallahassee, Fla.; 
H. Roe Bartle, Kansas City, Mo. 

AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON 
MONTREAT COLLEGE 

P. Db. Miller, Atlanta, Ga.; Henry W. Hill, 
Nashville, Tenn.; Chas. L. King, Houston, 
Texas; James G. Leyburn, Lexington, Va.; 
B. L. Parkinson, Columbus, Miss.; C. Grier 
Davis, Asheville, N. C.; James L. Fowle, 
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Chattanooga, Tenn.; Chas. E. S. Kraemer, 
Charlotte, N. C.; John R. Cunningham, 
Davidson, N. C.; Peyton N. Rhodes, Mem- 
phis, Tenn.; C. Ellis Nelson, Austin, Texas. 
Named by the Assembly: 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
cxecutive Committee hyt 
Francis Pickens Miller, Charlottesville, ani. 
Va. Alternate to be named by the Per- wel 
manent Nominating Committee. 
me 
ANNUITIES AND RELIEF dor 
1956: John O. Carter, Jr., re-elected and 7 
Curtis Morris approved to fill the first va- 
eancy on the board. 

STILLMAN COLLEGE TRUSTEES I 
1954: Mrs. W. P. Jacobs, Sr al 
1955: Marion Crist, R. S. Reynolds, Jr. in] 
1956: Harry A. Fifield, Cecil Woods, and bel 

others as reported here. vas 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION Tea 
1954: D. P. MceGeachy, Jr., to fill the un- acr 
expired term of the late R. A. Lapsley, Jr. arr 
CHURCH EXTENSION wa 
1956: James L. Fowle, re-elected, and Se 
Ben L. Rose recommended for the first va- of 
cancy. “T 
WORLD MISSIONS wh 
1954: C. H. Patterson the 
1956: Robt. E. Craig 
PUBLICATION its 
Yet to be named: Board of Directors of wi 
the Assembly's official publication, by the tt 

nominating committee. : 
tra 
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@ The Assembly's opening sermon focused on 





Things That Lie at the Center 


“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin, and have omitted the 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone.” 
—Matthew 23:23. 


HAVE chosen this text not with the 

purpose of expounding it but because 
in it Jesus clearly teaches that in religious 
beliefs and practices there are some things 
vastly more important than others. In 
reading a sermon by Dr. Sizoo I came 
across an expression that immediately 
arrested my attention. The expression 
was, “Things that lie at the center.” 
Several other verses in this 23rd chapter 
of Matthew illustrate the same teaching. 
“Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that 
which is within the cup and platter, that 
the outside of them may be clean also.” 

The frailty of human nature manifests 
itself in a tendency to become obsessed 
with things on the periphery rather than 
at the center. Let us look at a few illus- 
trations of this tendency. 


I. Magnifying Things on the 
Periphery 

Years ago a great university president 
whose name was Woodrow Wilson said 
that in the universities of his day “the 
sideshows were about to destroy the main 
circus.” What Mr. Wilson evidently 
meant was that the students in the univer- 
sities of his day were becoming so ob- 
sessed with things that lie on the pe- 
tiphery that they were neglecting things 
aut the center. Many of our educators today 
*Dr. King, pastor of the First Church, 
Houston, Texas, and a former Moderator, 
was requested to deliver the sermon at 
the opening of the 1953 Assembly by the 
retiring Moderator, Wm. A. Alexander, in 
view of his own inability to attend. 


JUNE 22, 1953 





By CHARLES L. KING* 


are making the same complaint. 

The failty of human nature that I 
have mentioned manifests itself in our 
preaching. A noted New York minister, 
speaking of the page in Saturday after- 
noon’s paper that announces the preach- 
ers’ subjects for the next day, called it a 
chamber of horrors. What he meant 
was that the subjects of the next day were 
horrible subjects. Some of us, month 
by month, have magazines containing 
sermons come to our desks. Now and 
then we find a sermon in which a sinner, 
if he were interested, could find the way 
of salvation, but by and large these ser- 
mons are on things that lie on the pe- 
riphery rather than at the center. The 
reading of these sermons sends us back 
to an examination of our own sermons. 
We ask ourselves, “How many of these 
sermons are on truths that lie at the 
center?” The answer is not always re- 
assuring. 

Another illustration of this tendency 
to make central things on the periphery is 
seen in the existence in this country of 
more than 250 denominations. 

The differences that divide Christian 
believers into so many groups are not dif- 
ferences concerning the personality of 
God. They are not differences concern- 
ing the person and work of Christ. They 
are not differences concerning the person 
and work of the Holy Spirit. They are 
differences concerning such things as how 
the sacraments ought to be administered ; 
how ministers are to be ordained, if at 
all; how a church is to be governed; dif- 
ferences that do not affect the salvation 
of a single soul. 

Our God and Father has not shown 
too much consideration for our ideas con- 
cerning such things as how a church is 
to be governed and how ministers are to 


be ordained. It would be hard to name 
another trio of men who made as large 
a contribution to the Kingdom of God 
in the past generation as that of Moody, 
Speer, and Mott. Not one of these was 
an ordained minister. They represented 
different forms of church government. 
But, O how God did use them! 

Let us turn to the Word of God and 
observe some of the things that the Holy 
Spirit has placed at the center. 


II. The Bible and Things at the 


Center 


The Bible is a library of books; books 
of Law, History, Prophecy, Wisdom, 
Gospels, and Epistles. Every Bible stu- 
dent knows that while the circle of Bible 
literature is immense there are things 
that lie at the center. 

In the books of the Law there are 
things that lie on the periphery and other 
things at the center. At the center of 
the books of Law is the Book of the 
Covenant with the Ten Commandments 
at the center. Much of the legislation 
in the books of the Law is a development 
and application of the principles found 
in the Ten Commandments. 

In the Prophets vast numbers of sub- 
jects are touched upon, but every student 
of prophecy knows that at the heart of 
these prophetic writings is a plea for 
holiness, righteousness, justice, and truth. 
Amos’ plea is, “Let justice roll down 
as waters, and righteousness as a mighty 
stream.” The heart of Micah is, “He 
hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God?” The 
plea of Isaiah is, “Come now, and let 
us reason together, saith the Lord: though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
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GILLESPIE PORTRAIT—Former Moderator W. EF. 


shown just after he unveiled a portrait of E. E. Gillespie. 





Price, Charlotte, N. C., is 
Dr. Gillespie is widely 


recognized for his far-reaching home missionary work in the Synod of North Caro- 
lina. The portrait now hangs in the William Black Home for (N. C.) mission 
workers at Montreat. 


The four Gospels are concerned with 
the ministry of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. That ministry, according 
to the opinion of many, lasted approx- 
imately three years or 156 weeks. Should 
the last week of our Lord’s ministry be 
given proportionate space, it would re- 
ceive 1/156 of the Gospel writings. The 
fact is the last week gets almost 1/3 of 
the space. There are eighty-nine chap- 
ters in the four Gospels. Twenty-eight 
of these chapters are given to the last 
week of our Lord’s ministry. What con- 
clusion can we draw but that the Holy 
Spirit is teaching us that the sufferings, 
crucifixion, and resurrection of our Lord 
are at the center of the faith? 

Let us place the Apostle Paul on the 
witness stand. Since he has written ap- 
proximately one-half of the New Testa- 
ment books, he should be considered a 
competent witness. Paul, what is at the 
center of the faith as you learned it from 
the Holy Spirit? Hear him answer, 
“Moreover, brethren, I declared unto you 
the gospel which I preached unto you, 
for I delivered unto you first of all that 
which also I received, how that Christ 
died for our sins according to the scrip- 
tures; and that he was buried, and that 
he rose again the third day according to 
the scriptures, and that he was seen of 
Cephas, then of the twelve. y 

Let us turn now to the literature of the 
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Christian Church and observe how many 
had an instinct for things that lie at 
the center. 


III. Christian Literature and 
Things at the Center 


Following the days of the apostles the 
Christians began to feel the need of a 
short statement of the things that lie at 
the center. Some tell us that these early 
Christians wanted a statement of the 
essentials of the faith for use with those 
who were applying for church member- 
ship. In the course of time we have what 
is called “The Apostles’ Creed.’ Notice 
that there are eight “I Believes” in the 
Apostles’ Creed. They are: I believe in 
God the Father, in Jesus Christ, in the 
Holy Ghost, in the holy catholic church, 
in the communion of saints, in the for- 
giveness of sins, in the resurrection of 
the body, in the life everlasting. 

These are things that lie at the center 
of our faith. But notice, will you, that 
under Jesus Christ seven facts are set 
forth for our belief: his virgin birth, 
his sufferings, his death, his burial, his 
resurrection, his ascension, and his glo- 
rious coming. Why are we given seven 
facts concerning our Lord? These early 
Christians believed that Jesus Christ was 
at the center. 

Turn also to the hymns that are rec- 
ognized as among the great hymns of the 


church; hymns that have endured while 
thousands of others have long since been 
forgotten. I refer to such hymns as “O 
sacred head now wounded,” which is 
nearly a thousand years old; “When I 
survey the wondrous cross,” which is ap- 
proximately 250 years old; ‘Rock of 
ages,” which is as old as our country. 
These hymns are among the great hymns 
of the church and will always be among 
the great hymns of the church because 
they emphasize things that lie at the 
center. 

It is time we were asking ourselves, 
“What inspiration and guidance may we 
draw for these days ahead from the ex- 
ample of others who had a sure instinct 
for things that lie at the center?” 


IV. Today and Things That Lie 

at the Center 

In the first place we may be helped in 
fashioning a church program. 

As teaching and ruling elders who have 
the responsibility of fashioning a church 
program we do well to ask ourselves at 
the beginning of every Assembly, and at 
the end of every Assembly, “Is our 
church program the best possible program 
for aiding the people we serve to a knowl- 
edge and experience of the eternal truths 
that lie at the center?” 

Your preacher has had two painful 
experiences within the last three weeks. 
One was that of sitting around the table 
and hearing two teachers in a great uni- 
versity testify that boys and girls, even 
from good Protestant homes, and from 
good Sunday schools, are coming into their 
classrooms without even elementary 
knowledge of the Bible and could not 
for the sake of their lives tell why they 
were members of the Presbyterian Church. 
One of these professors, an honored elder 
in the Presbyterian Church, said that any 
reference in his lectures to the Bible was 
a seed on stony ground. 

The other painful experience was in a 
retreat for chaplains in the Southwest. 
And let me say that I feel that the 
church is not using the experience of its 
chaplains as it should. Some of these 
chaplains had been in the Service for 
several years and had recently returned 
from Korea. They were deploring the 
fact that their Protestant boys were not 
only without reasons for their faith; 
many of them were without convictions 
as to what they should believe. The 
chaplains agreed that it was not thus 
with Roman Catholic boys. These re- 
marks must not be construed as critical 
of our teaching materials. The trouble 
may be elsewhere. But is it asking too 
much of a Presbyterian Church that when 
it has a child from nursery through high 
school the child shall have a working 
knowledge of the Bible and be able to 
tell the what and why of being a Presby- 
terian ? 

In the second place, the example of in- 
spired men should encourage us to make 
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certain that our own faith is in things 
at the center. All of us worshiping here 
this evening would agree that we have 
been saved not by works, but by grace 
through faith. Even though we be or- 
dained teaching and ruling elders it is 
not amiss that we ask ourselves the ques- 
tion, “Are the objects of my faith at the 
center of the circle or are they on the 
periphery ?” 

Who has not heard statements such as 
these, ‘“My creed is the Ten Command- 
ments,” ““My creed is the Sermon on the 
Mount,” ‘My creed is the Golden 
Rule”? God forbid that we for one 
moment discount the importance of the 
Ten Commandments, the Sermon on the 
Mount, or the Golden Rule, but the 
Apostle Paul did not mention these when 
he was telling about the gospel that he 
preached. The truth at the center, ac- 
cording to Paul, is that Christ, the Eter- 
nal Son of God, became man. By his 
perfect life and sacrificial death he made 
atonement for our sins. Having been 
delivered for our offenses, he was raised 
for our justification. He ever liveth to 
make intercession for us. We know he 
lives not only by reason of the fact that 
he was seen of Cephas and all the others 
mentioned in 1st Corinthians 15, but also 
because we know he lives within our 
heart. 

The faith that receives the grace of 
God is vastly more than intellectual as- 
sent to the truths we have mentioned. The 
heart of true faith is the daily yielding 
up of the mind, the feelings, and the will 
to the demands of these truths. 

A third sphere in which we may receive 
inspiration and guidance from the ex- 
ample of others is in our striving to 
achieve Christlikeness, the goal of all be- 
lievers. 

In Philippians 2 we find one of the 
most profound theological passages in 
the whole of the New Testament, the 
Kenosis passage. We are liable to forget 
that this profound theological passage 
was given by inspiration in connection 
with a plea for likemindedness, for love 
one toward another, for lowliness of mind, 
for othermindedness, for Christminded- 
ness: “Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus.” And then 
comes the profound theological deliver- 
ances. And some of the profound theo- 
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logical deliverances since Paul's day have 
not always been in connection with the 
plea for the mind of Christ. 

What means has God placed at the 
center for helping us attain unto Christ- 
likeness ? 

We thank God for the wealth of de- 
votional literature that comes to us out 
of the past and out of the present. We 
are grateful even for the suggested tech- 
niques for aiding spiritual growth. But 
we make a fatal mistake when we forget 
that the reading of the Word of God, 
meditating thereon, examining our atti- 
tudes and actions in the light of what 
the Holy Spirit says to us through the 
Word; and then giving ourselves to 
prayer, such prayer as our Savior prac- 
ticed out on mountains like these that 
surround us tonight, still lie at the center 
of the cultivation of the spiritual life. 

The highlights of this Assembly 
should be in the worship services. If 
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in these worship services, and in our pri- 
vate devotions, we would give ourselves 
anew to Christ, asking from the heart, 
“Lord, what wilt thou... ?” the Holy 
Spirit will lead us not only toward a 
solution not only of the problems we shall 
meet here, but also to a solution of the 
problems we are to meet when we return 
to our homes. 
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Dear Builders Editor (Raymond M. Veh): 

What book would be helpful to give 
young couples to make theirs a Christian 
marriage? 


Dear Reader: 

A new book in this field is From This 
Day Forward, by Kenneth J. Foreman. 
This refreshing little book, which ex- 
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No. 46 in a@ series on congregational singing 


How to Play Hymns 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


8. The Hymn Player in Worship 

Before touching the keyboard, mental- 
ly feel the tempo and rhythmic pattern 
of the tune to be played. If necessary, 
tap out a measure or so with your finger. 
For instance, before playing “Ancient of 
Days” tap out the rhythm of the first 
phrase. 

If the congregation knows the tune, 
why play it over before singing it? There 
are a number of reasons why at least 
a portion should be played over. Here 
are some of them. 

(1) The congregation, consciously or 
unconsciously, senses the mood of the 
piece from the way it is rendered at the 
keyboard. Pianists, consequently, should 
strive to communicate the feeling of the 
tune, whether it be a mood of joy, maj- 
esty, or pensiveness. This playing over 
is an emotional prelude to the singing. 

(2) The congregation learns the pace 
or tempo at which the hymn is to be 
sung. Since this is so, the pianist should 
play over the tune with clear incisive 
touch at exactly the same tempo which 
the congregation is expected to sing. 
Some pianists prefer to play over the 
tune faster than the people are expected 
to sing. To me this seems inconsistent. 
A congregation can be trained, by verbal 
announcement or by a note in the bul- 
letin, to listen to the tempo announced 
by the instrument and then to sing at 
the same rate of speed. 

In this connection the sixth of John 
Wesley’s Rules for Congregational Sing- 
ing might be inserted in the church bul- 
letin. 


aE 00, 


The Lord shall preserve 
thy going out and 
thy coming in. 


PsALMs 121:8 
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“Sing in time. Whatever time is sung 
be sure to keep with it. Do not run be- 
fore nor stay behind it; but attend close 
to the leading voices, and move there- 
with as exactly as you can; and take care 
not to sing too slow.” 

And if you feel rather bold, add the 
remainder of the rule: 

“This drawling way naturally steals on 
all who are lazy; and it is high time to 
drive it out from among us, and sing all 
our tunes just as quick as we did at first.” 

(3) The congregation learns the pitch. 
It also has opportunity to find the place 
in the hymnal and to rise with the choir 
and minister usually at the beginning of 
the last line in time to sing the first note 
together. 


All the Way Through? 


In the formal Sunday morning service 
of many churches the entire tune is 
played through, except where the people 
may already be standing at the announce- 
ment of the hymn, for example, after 
a responsive reading. Then a phrase or 
line is sufficient. At less formal services 
where a number of hymns are sung, it 
saves time to play only a part of the tune. 


Only let that portion of the hymn be 
musically complete with a well-rounded 
cadence. If the tune is abbreviated in 
playing over, be sure to have an under- 
standing with choir and minister as to 
the moment they are to stand. Do not re- 
tard at the end of this playing. 

The new Brethren hymnal, incidental- 
ly, has a system of symbols which indi- 
cates to the organist which sections of 
each hymn may be played to shorten the 
introduction. 

(Continued next week) 


REPORTS WORLD 
CHURCH EMERGING 


New York (RNS)—A report that “‘for 
the first time in history a truly world 
Church is emerging” was made to a Far 
Eastern missions conference here by a 
church executive who has just completed 
a five-month survey of cooperative Chris- 
tian agencies in eastern Asia. 

Wallace C. Merwin, associate secre- 
tary of the Far Eastern Joint Office of the 
National Council of Churches’ Division 
of Foreign Missions, said that Asian 
Christians are becoming increasingly con- 
scious that they are “an integral part of a 
world Christian community.” 

“Christian communities in Asian na- 
tions exert an influence far out of pro- 
portion to their relatively small numer- 
ical strength,” he said. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions below, as recorded from a radio-telephone program, are 
Fred R. Stair, First church, Hickory, N. C., and Clayton C, Crawford, Forest Hill 
church, Richmond, Va. 


CAIN’S WIFE 


The Genesis story tells of Cain and 
Abel as the only two children. After 
Cain killed Abel, he married. Where 
did Cain’s wife come from.? 


Stark: I don’t know whether I can 
answer that question and I'm in very good 
company because, as I read the Scrip- 
tures, I don’t find that the Genesis story 
answers it either. In fact, it seems to me 
that the purpose of Genesis is not to give 
us a complete genealogy, but to show us 
mainly two things. The first thing you 
see is at the very end of the book where 
Joseph, who was a man who believed in 
God and accepted his promises and was 
led by him, is in a coffin in Egypt. To 
the ancient Hebrew that was not the 
proper way to treat a national hero or a 
man of faith. Genesis tries to explain 
how Joseph got there. The second thing, 
is that God is the creator of the world. 
Genesis moves from great universal prin- 
ciples with hops, skips and jumps in the 
first twelve chapters and then in the 
remaining chapters settles down to spe- 
cific dealings by specific people in spe- 


cific places. 


GOD AND TEMPTATION 


In the Lord’s Prayer we pray, “Lead 
us not into temptation.” Does God 
lead us into temptation? 


CrawForD: This question is one that 
troubles many people. We can put aside 
without any doubt whatsoever the mis- 
taken notion that God tempts anyone. 
He may test us by allowing certain con- 
ditions to come to pass. He may allow 
us to be tempered in the fire of persecu- 
tion, but God never tempts us to sin. You 
will recall that he allowed Satan to tempt 
Job, but the Bible clearly states that God 
tempts no man. I think what was in the 
mind of Jesus, as he spoke this petition 
as part of the model prayer, was that man 
should pray that in all God’s providen- 
tial care he should lead men arcund temp- 
tation to which he might otherwise suc- 
cumb. It seems to me it is a very na- 
tural thing for us in days so fraught with 
temptation to pray, “Lead me not into 
temptation, but rather deliver me from 
evil.” 
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How Can Man Be Right With God? 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 5, 1953 
Romans 1-3; Print 1:8-17; 2:1-2; 3:21-22a 


I. The Problem 


General Smuts, world renowned states- 
man and philosopher, spoke sometime 
after World War I of a crack running 
through the world, ‘‘and that crack,” 
he added, ‘“‘runs through me.” ‘There is 
something fundamentally wrong, cracked 
and broken in the individual heart and in 
the social life of humanity,” commented 
James Hastings. ‘None can _ possibly 
deny it. And such a crack in the ma- 
chinery of the universe must lead to ul- 
timate disaster. The world goes on its 
unalterable way; consequences are in- 
evitable. ‘Whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap.’ ” 

Today, less than a generation later, 
after a second world war and a continu- 
ing cold war which has waxed very hot 
in Korea and elsewhere, we see very 
clearly that Dr. Hastings was right. 
Something is wrong with the world, with 
man, and in our heart of hearts we know 
that something is wrong with us. 

Paul made this diagnosis of man’s pre- 
dicament more than nineteen hundred 
years ago. “All have sinned,” he wrote, 
“and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). As a consequence, Paul 
proceeds to point out (Romans 1:18-32), 
needless suffering and sorrow have been 
born into the world. 

Evidences of this, the results of human 
greed and selfishness and sin, are seen 
all about us in the world today. But for 
Paul, as for Jesus, and for every sen- 
sitive religious soul, the problem is more 
serious still. For God’s reaction against 
sin is seen not only in this world, but 
also in the world to come. The time will 
come when each of us will stand before 
a righteous God, and our own hearts 
will convict us, because no matter how 
much we have done, no matter how much 
we shall do, we shall know then, as we 
know now, if we are honest with our- 
selves, that we have all sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God. 

And so the question comes to us, as 
it comes to every man who is sensitive 
to God’s presence in the world: How can 
man be right with God? 

To answer this question was Paul’s 
primary purpose in writing to the Chris- 
tians in Rome. 


II. Paul’s Prayer 


“T thank my God through Jesus Christ 
for all of you,” he writes, “because your 
faith in proclaimed in all the world.” 
This is an obvious exaggeration, but its 
meaning is clear. As Paul travels through 
the Empire word is constantly coming to 
him concerning the faith of the believers 
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in Rome and the wide influence they are 
exerting. For this Paul is profoundly 
grateful. Communists today see that the 
failures of our Christian civilization are 
placarded throughout the world. We too 
may be grateful that there is another 
side—that true Christian faith will ever 
arouse an answering echo in the hearts 
of men. 

Paul’s thanksgiving is followed by a 
prayer. The apostle prays constantly for 
the Christians in Rome, just as he prays 
for the Christian communities for which 
he is responsible as an apostle (cf. Phi- 
lippians 1:3), just as Christians pray 
for one another today—aministers for their 
congregation, parents for their children, 
friend for friend, innumerable Christians 
throughout the world for all whom they 
know to be in need. 

But when Paul prayed for the Roman 
Christians he added a particular petition, 
“asking that somehow by God’s will I 
may now at last succeed in coming to 
you.” Then he gave three reasons for 
this consuming desire. 

“T long to see you,” he wrote, ‘that I 
may impart to you some spiritual gift to 
strengthen you, that is, that we may be 
mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, 
both yours and mine.” Paul is careful 
to point out here that the giving will not 
be all on one side. “I hope I can be of 
some help to you,” he intimates. “I know 
you will be of real spiritual help to me; 
we shall each sustain and comfort the 
other.” ‘He realized,” says Erdman, 
“what every minister of Christ has found 
true, that in imparting spiritual gifts of 
comfort and guidance and hope one’s own 
soul is immeasurably enriched.” As a 
matter of fact every Christian has some- 
thing to give and much to receive from 
his fellow-Christians. And like Paul we 
must be ready both to receive and to give. 

“T want you to know, brethren,” Paul 
continued, ‘that I have often intended to 
come to you (but thus far have been pre- 
vented) in order that I may reap some 
harvest among you as well as among the 
rest of the Gentiles.” Paul’s plan, we 
know, was to win the Roman Empire- 
the world of his day—for Christ. As a 
Christian statesman he saw the tremen- 
dous strategic value of Rome, the capital 
of the Empire. He desired to labor there, 
to strengthen the cause of Christ, and 
then, as revealed later in this same epistle 
(15:22-24), to go on to Spain, to the 
extreme western bounds of the Empire. 
Is it possible for us today to have some 
fruit in every quarter of the globe? Yes, 
it is, through our gifts to the benevolent 
enterprises of the church. Why is it that 
men’s vision is so often limited? Is it 


because they are not instructed or not 
interested ? 


Ill. Paul’s Debt 


“T am under obligation both to Greeks 
and to barbarians, both to the wise and 
to the foolish,” Paul went on, ‘‘so I am 
eager to preach the gospel to you also 
who are in Rome.’ Greeks and bar- 
barians were terms describing members 
of the civilized and of the uncivilized 
races; wise and foolish describe the two 
classes of society, the cultured and the 
uncultured. 

“By the ‘wise’ were meant those inner 
circles of the educated and cultured who 
were familiar with the literature and 
philosophy of the day, in contrast with 
the great ‘unthinking’ masses who be- 
cause of their ignorance and lack of ed- 
ucation would be despised by the cul- 
tured classes of the Roman world. Paul 
meant to affirm that he felt under a 
solemn obligation to give to men of all 
races and classes and degrees of culture 
that which had been committed to him 
as a sacred trust.” 

But why should Paul feel this debt to 
all mankind? Simply because of his own 
great debt to Christ, a debt which could 
be repaid in no other way. So today we 
cannot avoid our obligation to share the 
gospel with others. The unnumbered 
millions whom we call “heathen” or 
“pagan” or “communist” are our credi- 
tors, too. The debt we owe to Christ can 
be paid only through them. To proclaim 
the gospel which God entrusted to us is 
not a matter of sentiment or of choice; 
it is a moral obligation; it is a sacred 
duty. 

“For,” Paul added, “I am not ashamed 
of the gospel.” Why should he enter 
this disclaimer? Because some were 
ashamed of the gospel, it may be, par- 
ticularly in Rome, the capital of the Em- 
pire (cf. Philippians 1:4). To preach 
a gospel, good news concerning a man 
who died on the cross, seemed foolishness 
to the cultured Greeks, and was a stum- 
ling block to the Jews who looked for a 
victorious Savior, not a suffering one. 
Paul’s words to the Philippians, written 
from Rome a little later, indicate that 
some of the Roman Christians were not 
only ashamed but afraid (the cruel per- 
secution under Nero broke out just eight 
years after this letter was written). Paul’s 
words indicate that far from being 
ashamed of the gospel he was proud. 
Why? 

Because, says he, it is the power of 
God unto salvation to everyone who has 
faith. As Chester W. Quimby writes in 
his book The Great Redemption: 

“The gospel is ‘the power of God.’ It 
is the triumphant divine energy poured 
into the soul. The gospel promises re- 
lease from sin. It offers deliverance 
from the accumulated weight of evil. But 
it does more. It brings a new, transform- 
ing energy. It does more than give 
one an external and internal moral scrub- 
bing. It re-charges the moral batteries. 
It energizes the life. 

“The gospel is power. It is the invading 
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energy of God let loose in the soul. It 
is not a belief, though it involves con- 
victions. It is not orthodoxy, though it 
includes correct attitudes. It is not a 
code, though it results is Christlike con- 
duct. It is not a ritual, though it in- 
spires worship. It is not a system of 
activities, though it stimulates deeds of 
mercy. It is not a philosophy, it is re- 
demption. It is not an ecclesiasticism, 
it is salvation. It is not even a fellow- 
ship of saints—not at first—but a regen- 
eration. It is not good advice—the 
lowest and commonest of all misrepre- 
sentations—it is becoming a new man in 
Christ Jesus.” 

The gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation, but this power is available, 
Paul indicates, only to those who have 
faith, i.e., those who trust in Christ and 
commit their lives to him, thus allowing 
this divine power to course through their 
lives. “For in it,” Paul explains, “the 
righteousness of God is revealed through 
faith for faith.” 


IV. The Righteousness of God 


It will help us to understand Paul's 
pride in the gospel if we observe that the 
righteousness of God has for him at least 
three related meanings. First and bas- 
ically it describes one of the moral 
attributes of God. God is righteous 
rather than evil, just rather than unjust. 
Second, and more frequently for Paul, it 
describes the act of God, or the activity 
of God which results from this moral at- 
tribute of righteousness. Dr. Quimby 
illustrates this usage of the term by a ref- 
erence to his father, an experience which 
most of us can parallel. Says he: 

“My father was a good man. Never 
would he do anything which appeared to 
him to be wrong. Though right was 
right, my father was a merciful man. He 
did not deal with us after our short- 
comings, nor reward us according to our 
childish misdoings. This does not mean 
that he overlooked our naughtiness. He 


taught us the same standards he him- 
self kept. But this gentleness and 
mercy did make him a righteous man. 
My father’s righteousness, like God's, 
lay in his generous, self-giving efforts 
with each of his children to warn them 
of all evil, to help them avoid all sin, to 
rescue and restore them when they did 
that which was wrong. That alone in 
anybody, even in God, is true righteous- 
ness. God has put us in a world with 
freedom to make a mess of it. Make a 
mess of it we have. But he has not 
washed his hands of us. He has him- 
self assumed responsibility for the free- 
dom he gave us, and the mess we have 
made of it. In Jesus, God took final 
action on our behalf. This willingness 
to encompass the salvation of man is his 
righteousness.” 


And this brings us to the third mean- 
ing of the word righteousness as used by 
Paul. It is used by the apostle to de- 
scribe not only a moral attribute in the 
divine character and the divine act or 
activity for the deliverance of man to 
which it gives rise, but also to the human 
status or position which is the result of 
the divine act or activity, which flows in 
turn from the essential righteousness of 
God’s character. To be righteous in this 
sense means to be right with God, to be 
assured of the forgiveness of our sins, and 
therefore of right standing with God in 
this life and of ultimate salvation in the 
life which is to come. This is the mean- 
ing of the Old Testament Scripture to 
which Paul refers, “The just shall live 
by faith,” or better, as it is translated by 
the RSV, “He who through faith is right- 
eous shall live.” 


V. Through Faith for Faith 
God’s activity for the salvation of man 
is revealed, Paul points out, “from faith 
to faith,” or as in the RSV “through faith 
for faith.” 


For Paul, God’s saving power is re- 
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ceived through faith which leads in turn 
to greater faith. In the apostle’s time, 
Quimby points out, there were three main 
ways of gaining salvation. The first was 
the Jewish way of keeping the law. One 
tried to earn salvation by obeying a code, 
and observing carefully an elaborate set 
of rules. Men still try that way, but it 
never works. For what man needs is a 
power within and not a set of rules im- 
posed from without. 

A second way of salvation in Paul’s 
time was the Greek method of culture. 
One found salvation through self-im- 
provement. That method also has its 
modern adherents. Men think they will 
find salvation for themselves and others 
through education, particularly through 
science and invention. But education 
can also be employed for man’s destruc- 
tion, and will be in the future as so often 
in the past, if man does not find a new 
set of values and a new power that will 
enable him to grow up more nearly to his 
own ideals. 

The third way of salvation in Paul’s 
day was the Christian way—the way of 
faith. Faith is our readiness to respond 
to God’s offer through Christ to rescue 
us from our sin and restore us to our 
noblest manhood. Faith is our willing- 
ness to allow God’s saving power to 
course through our veins. God is ready 
to act for our salvation. He has acted for 
our salvation through Jesus Christ, his 
forgiveness is ready for us if only we 
will accept it; his fellowship is available 
for us if only we will enjoy it; his power 
will even now come into our lives if only, 
as E. Stanley Jones so often puts it, we 
will “let go and let God.” 

How can a man get right with God? 
There is only one way, and that is the 
way opened to us through Jesus Christ. 
Says Quimby: 

“Anyone, everyone, can accept a free 
offer. It is like passing a stand with a 
sign: ‘Free, take one.’ Anyone able 
to put out a hand may take. ‘Yours for 
the taking’ means exactly that. You 
take and it is yours. If the offer re- 
quired cash money, some would be too 
poor to pay. If an examination had to be 
passed, many would flunk. If a set of 
beliefs were required, some would have 
doubts. If a pilgrimage were demanded 
most could not make the journey. If good 
deeds, even, were expected, some would 
lack. If a specified quality of character 
were essential, some would fall below 
par. But anyone can accept a freely 
offered gift. God has made his free of- 
fer through Jesus Christ.” 

The gift is ours to accept or reject. 

Paul was not ashamed of the gospel, 
either to accept it or to proclaim it. Why 
indeed should anyone be ashamed? It is 
the power of God for salvation to every- 
one who has faith. . . . “For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed through 
faith for faith; as it is written, ‘He who 
through faith is righteous shall live.’ 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by the Division of Education, National 
Council of Churches. Scripture quotations from 
the Revised Standard Version. 
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No. 2 in a series on Foreordination and Freedom 


WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





HEN we turn to the Bible as Chris- 

tians do, for light on the deep 
problems of predestination and foreor- 
dination, we are struck at once with one 
reason why a series of brief articles can- 
not possibly settle the question or dis- 
cuss it adequately. In the space of one 
article it would hardly be possible to 
discuss fully even one Scripture reference. 
To work into these in a satisfactory way 
one would have to consult many com- 
mentaries, perhaps many theological 
works. All that can be done here is to indi- 
cate key-passages and point out some 
general trends of thought in the Bible. 
The reader must not expect to have his 
problem solved by simple references to 
proof-texts. If it were as easy as that, 
there never would have been any discus- 
sion since the Canon of the Bible was 
closed in the fourth century A.D. The 
Bible presents us with the problem; it 
does not solve it. 

There is no argument among Chris- 
tians on this proposition: God has a plan. 
A God without a plan, without a purpose, 
is not a true God. He would not even be 
an intelligent being. The question at issue 
is: How comprehensive is that purpose ? 
Does his foreordination (that is, his ren- 
dering certain the occurrence) of events, 
extend to all events? If not, what kind 
of events are exceptions? There is some 
argument, to be sure, among Christians, 
on a related point: Is God almighty? 
Does he ever meet with anything, any 
event or situation, which is beyond his 
power to control? Presbyterians gener- 
ally, however, do not argue about this. 
We take it for granted that there is no 
power greater than God’s, no power so 
great as his. It is also agreed among us, 
as among practically all Christians, that 
whatever beings, and whatever powers, 
exist in this or any possible universe, 
exist by the creative will of God in the 
first place. 


HE READER is invited to consult 
the following passages, many of 
which should be studied in the original 
Hebrew or Greek for a complete under- 
standing. What light do they cast on the 
problem at hand? Most of these have 
been taken from the Systematic Theology 
of Louis Berkhof, a distinguished con- 
temporary believer in foreordination in 
its most absolute and comprehensive 
form. They are said to support the doc- 
trine that God’s foreordaining decree 
extends to all events both good and evil. 
The reader should study them at leisure 
and derive his own impressions from 
them. 
Genesis 45:8; 50:20; Psalm 139:1-4; 
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Job 14:5; 23:13; Isaiah 14:24-27; 
45:7; 46:10; Matthew 10:29-30; Acts 
2:23; 4:27-28; 17:26; Ephesians 1:4, 
11; 2:8,10; II Thessalonians 2:13; I 
Peter 1:2. 

If these were simply isolated “proof- 
texts” they would not be impressive. But 
they do not stand alone. Anyone familiar 
with the Bible can adduce similar pas- 
sages elsewhere. These are not lone 
points. The question really is of the 
impression made by the Bible as a whole. 
What picture does it present of God? 
Certainly the irresistible impression is 
that of a living God who decides and 
abides by his decisions; who plans and 
carries his plans through; who is able 
to know beforehand what will come to 
pass; who overlooks nothing, is surprised 
by nothing—from whose will and power 
no creature, not the smallest, not the most 
stubborn, can escape. 

Only one of the cited passages, how- 
ever, actually says that God foreordains 
literally all things: Eph. 1:11. What 
is said in that passage is that Ephesian 
(and presumably all) Christians have 
been foreordained (pro-oristhentes) ac- 
cording to the purpose (prothesin) of the 
One [God] who works (energountos) all 
things according to the counsel of his 
will. The verb  pro-orizo (pro-oris- 
thentes) is found only in Paul, outside 
of Acts 4:28, and always refers to God’s 
previously formed purpose and intention. 
The main part of the word (horizo) is 
used of human beings only in Acts 11:29, 
where it refers to a definite plan; and is 
used referring to God in Luke 2:22; Acts 
2:23; 10:42: 17:26; 17:31; Romans 1:4 
and Heb. 4:7. The word “energeo” (ener- 
gountos), meaning to effectuate, to be 
active, to operate, is mostly used in the 
New Testament to refer to God’s activity; 
but also to the effectiveness of comfort 
(II Cor. 1:6), of death (II Cor. 4:12), 
of faith or love (Gal. 5:6), the “mystery 
of iniquity” (II Thess. 2:7), and prayer 
(James 5:16). 


(7 against this picture of a God 
whose purpose and power are over 
and behind and in all things, the Bible 
presents us also with a picture of human 
beings who are free, in the sense of being 


able to choose; of a world in which man 
is faced with the choice of obeying God 
or disobeying him; of following Christ 
or turning from him. One may point 
to ‘“‘proof-texts’” on this side as well as 
on the other. Jesus says to Jerusalem, 
“T would . . . but ye would not.” (Matt. 
23:37.) In Luke 10:31 Jesus uses (as 
the Greek has it) the word “sunkuria’”’ 
which means ‘‘by chance,” “by a coinci- 
dence.” He asks his friends to pray that 
the Great Tribulation ‘be not in winter, 
neither on a Sabbath” (Matt. 24:20) 
implying that the date had not been fixed. 
In Exodus 32:14 God is said to have 
“repented of the evil which he said he 
would do” to Israel. (Likewise in Jere- 
miah 18:8, 10.) 

In the New Testament, as in the Old, 
“whosoever will” is a key idea, even 
where the actual phrase is not used (e.g., 
John 3:16). Jesus stands at the door 
and knocks (Rev. 3:20). “If any man 

. open the door,” he will come in. If 
there be no such thing as freedom, all 
such invitations are no better than mock- 
ery. 


E MUST be clear what freedom 
means. Simply to act in accord- 
ance with one’s nature is not freedom; 
it is pure determinism, for stones and 
angleworms do as much. But we do not 
punish stones nor praise them; and we 
do not arrest angleworms for trespass. 
They do what they are designed to do, 
they have no choice. We hold persons 
responsible only when we are clear in 
our minds that if they would, they could 
have done otherwise than they did—that 
they could have willed otherwise, in fact. 
Now the idea of responsibility is all 
over the Bible from beginning to end. 
God does hold man responsible for his — 
choices. If you believe there can be no 
responsibility without freedom, then you 
are bound to believe that at least some 
acts of some men are free. But if any 
event, even one event, is actually a free 
event, then it cannot be predetermined; 
or conversely, if all things are predeter- 
mined, by God or any other power, then 
where is any room for freedom? 

The Bible leaves us with this problem. 
So our next question will be: What does 
our Presbyterian creed have to say? How 
does it interpret these two ideas? Fore- 
ordination and freedom both appear to 
be taught in the Bible, both seem to be 
mutually exclusive, each seems to be true. 
How can this be? 
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CHANGES 

Wm. H. Kape., of the Palma Ceia 
church, Miami, Fla., has accepted a call 
to the First church, Orlando, Fla. 

Davip W. A. TAYLor, who has been tak- 
ing graduate work at Princeton Sem- 
inary, is beginning his new work in 
Elizabethtown, N. C., Box C, June 17. 

Josepit M. GAMMON from S. Miami, Fla., 
to 3404 W. 16th St., Panama City, Fla. 

R. Y. Russet of the High Bridge 
church, Buchanan, Va., has become pastor 
of the Millersburg, Ky., church. 

ALBERT C. WINN from Nokesville, 
to Union Seminary, 3401 Brook 
Richmond 27, Va. 

JouHN S. Brown from South Boston, Va., 
to First Presbyterian Shelby, 
N. C. 

J. W. LEHMANN from South Norfolk, 
Va., to 2618 Crystal Spring Ave., S. W., 
Roanoke 14, Va. 

Dan E. Texarkana, Texas, 
will become executive secretary of Paris 
Presbytery September 1. 

GeorGE M. SHUMAN from Malin, Ore., 
to Westminster church, Box 763, Chehalis, 
Wash. 


MARRIED 
Rosert R. 
x. €., 


Va., 
Road, 


church, 


GOLDSMITH, 


COLLINS, pastor at Sylva, 
and Mary Jane Caudell, St. Pauls, 
N. C., and a graduate of the Assembly’s 
Training School, St. 


Pauls on June 6. 


DEATH 

LINDSAY E. McNatr, 81, pastor emeritus 
of the First church, Orlando, Fla., died 
in Orlando June 1. Dr. McNair was pastor 
of that church for 13 
retirement in 1942. 


were married in 


years, until his 
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JRARY DEGREES 

g College DDs: SAMUEL B. LAPSLEY, 
rd, Tenn.; J. Cecu. LAWRENCE, Char- 
N. C.; JAMES M. McCuHESNey, Golds- 
N. C.; SAMUEL S. WiLey, Lookout 
tain, Tenn. 


JIDATES 
wuldidates for the ministry recently 
received under care of Southwest Georgia 
Presbytery included Joseph Greer of Val- 
dosta, Ga., a sophomore at Davidson Col- 


lege, and Saunders E. Garwood, a business 


man of Donaldsonville, Ga., who will en- 
ter Columbia Seminary next fall. 


DREs 
Katherine Laird who has been secre- 
tary for the Glen Leven church, Nashville, 
Tenn., has now become its DRE. 
Sara Ashcroft, 


church, Oklahoma City, and more recently 


formerly in Central 


employed in Bartlesville, Okla., has be- 
come DRE in the Cisco, Texas, church. 
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